KING LEAR 1.1
Production Questions

If Lear plans to divide his kingdom among his
three daughters, why do Kent and Gloucester talk
as if they already know he is going to split it
between Albany and Cornwall? (1-6)

Why does Kent change the subject so suddenly
and quickly? (7)

Does Edmund hear what his father says about
him? (8-21) If so, how does he react? If not, does
someone enter with him at line 1? Who?

In what tone does Gloucester deliver the
comments about Edmund? Are they comments
bitter insults? good-humored joking? didactic
warnings? something else? Is his audience for
these lines Kent or Edmund or himself or some
combination of the three?

What is the ‘subtext’ of Edmund’s line ‘I must love
you’? (26) Do you want the actor to say ‘must’ in
a tone that shows that he means he feels a
desire? he feels a social obligation? he is obliged
to follow his father’s unreasonable orders?
Something else?

Does Edmund react to Gloucester’s statement
that ‘away he shall again’? (28) If so, how?

To whom is Lear speaking in the first part of
line 33? Where did the map come from? What
does it look like? Does Lear take it? put it on a
table? the floor? the wall?

How big a crowd is on stage here? Do you want a
huge court assembly with a score of unnamed
courtiers looking on? Is it more of a family
gathering? Something else?

We learn in line 44 that it’s a special day at court.
How does Lear say lines 41-44? How do those on
stage react? Cordelia? Burgundy? France? Kent?

Goneril? Regan?
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Has Lear prepared this speech? Is he delivering it
impromptu or from notes? How attentively is
each of the others listening? Why?

Why on earth does Lear suddenly break away
from announcing his favorite daughter’s
engagement to start the ‘love test’? Notice that
Shakespeare doesn’t even let him wait until the
end of a line.

The parenthetical lines 45-46 do not appear in the
Quarto version of the play. Should they be
included here? If so, in what tone do you want
the actor to read them?

. Do Goneril and Regan know this game is coming?

Are they delivering prepared speeches?

Shakespeare has Lear mention Goneril and
Regan’s children, knowing that neither has one to
inherit the kingdom (lines 62 and 76). Is he
mocking them or their husbands? Implying a
request? a command? something else?

What possible topics or themes of the play might
Shakespeare be signaling this early in these lines:

R/

< Out of my sight!
See better, Lear, and let me still remain
The true blank of thine eye. (154-56)

< a wretch whom Nature is ashamed
Almost t" acknowledge hers. (209-210)

+» That we our largest bounty may extend
Where nature doth with merit challenge (48-
49)

< be Kent unmannerly
When Lear is mad. (142-43)

< To plainness honour’s bound,
When majesty falls to folly. (145-46)

“* Who covers faults, at last with shame derides.
(278)



